
 FEBRUARY NEWLETTER

postponed events later in the year, so, we await news on the battle against the virus and the subsequent ANICC
proposals re new dates for Bishopscourt. The UAC is not planning to run the Easter Event in 2021.
In regard to COVID, please keep yourself, your family, and your friends safe by observing all rules and
restrictions regarding sanitisation and social distancing, that way we can contribute to the fight against the
virus with a view to a return to normal work, family life and rallying sooner rather than later. The committee has
been asked by some members if anyone needs help with deliveries of foods, medicines or indeed any other
necessities. If you need help, please let us know so that we can try (in a COVID safe way) to provide that help.
And don't forget, during these difficult times, call on your neighbours to check if they are all right. BRIAN

 Committee Report
The committee has returned to holding monthly meetings but until further notice meetings will be conducted
by zoom. Getting the team back together bodes well for a return to normality. Bishopscourt. Brian informed
the meeting that Bishopscourt was looking less and less likely. Prior to the meeting, Brian had spoken to Roy
Biggerstaffabout the circuit availability. At this time, the circuit had no firm schedule. A discussion then took
place regarding possible alternative dates. This proved difficult owing to the uncertainty surrounding the way
out of Covid. Various dates from August onwards were looked at. The main problem being that a lot of events
will be trying to squeeze into a shortened season. Dates in September October and possibly November were
looked most likely. These were dependant on other events and of course the availability of Bishopscourt. Brian
said that he would have another conversation with Roy and that we would hang on for another week before
pulling the plug on the March date.
Rescue Vehicles. The situation is that the Transit needs replaced, or money spent on it. The Sprinter is 11 years
old, but the condition is OK. Philip explained that various grants were available from MSUK. As the situation for
the season was so uncertain the committee made the decision to spend some money on necessary repairs to
the Transit and revisit the issue next year.AOB. Harry asked for any contributions to our new club newsletter.
The decision was made to renew club membership cards at no cost for this year. If we have missed anybody,
please get in touch.

Following the postponement of Kirkistown and the Circuit and with
continuing COVID restrictions in place, the committee feels that
we have no choice but to postpone the Bishopscourt Stages as
well. You will be aware that planning for the March event starts
early in January and yet here we are at the start of February
unable to commit to any firm arrangements. It is an
understatement to say that we are disappointed to have taken this
action but, the safety of our members and the wider Motorsport
Community is paramount in our minds. It is the intention of the
Anicc to complete as many of the planned events by reinstating 
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Firestick Extinguishers. If you have a classic or cherished car, you may not want to fit a
bulky or unsightly fire extinguisher inside the car, but I am sure like me you would want to
protect it from the nightmare of an engine or fuel fire. Firestick extinguishers which
operate like a hand-held extinguisher are much smaller and can be stored in the door
pocket giving you 25 seconds of excellent fire fighting for around £35. Many of you may
have read about the Ford Capri featured in the minder series going on fire on its way back
from its MOT! Don’t let your pride and joy go up in smoke, contact Raymond Moore at
Race & Rally 02895 213 335 for more details. If you would like a complete Race & Rally
Brochure delivered P&P free, just let Raymond know on the number above.

Some more news on the competition front is Stephen Jess’s refurbishment of his
1.6 8 valve Nova. Bought in 2019 Stephen decided to swap seats and take on the
controls instead of the notes. Running in Class 3 he competed in a couple of sprints
during 2019 with plans to do the 2020 NI Rally Championship. He partnered up with
experienced notes man John Magilton who sat with him for the first 2 rounds until
COVID put an end to things. The interior of the nice little car is currently gutted for a  

rewire but like many Stephen is planning for the resumption of competition in 2021. We are looking forward
to seeing you on the stages before the end of the year Stephen. 

The Ford Escort Mk2 is back in production. Car manufacturers
MST have revealed the first new rear-wheel-drive escort produced
since the official discontinuation in 1980. Several car builders have
been building Mk2 rally cars to order for some years now, but this
is the first time since 1980 you can order a brand new 2021
registered Mk2 escort, but you better have very deep pockets.
MST, which sells full replacement bodyshells for some time now,
has gone one step further with this 2021 car. It is the first of what 
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With a view to competing in the new 1300 kit car class in the
Northern Ireland Rally Championship, Gary Rogers continues with the
development of his new Micra kit car. He plans to join other club
members Stevie Whitford, Petsie Dowds, Andy Mullholland, Fraser
Mullholland, Derek Crossan & Sean Foy in what promises to be a very
competitive but cost-effective new class of rallying. The class has been
developed for any modified car up to 1300cc on controlled TOYO
tyres. The logic behind the class is to promote cost-effective rallying
for club competitors, once built these little cars should need only 
regular maintenance, reasonably priced tyres, and fuel to compete on an event. That, of course, depends on
just how hard you are going to drive it, good luck to all the BADMC 1300 kit car competitors when competition
eventually returns. If you are interested in the 1300 class, please get in touch for a set of regulations.

will be a number of made to order cars priced from around £65,000. While this prototype is in Group 4 rally
guise with wide arches and a full cage, MST says that customers will be able to choose narrower road
specification bodyshells too, and in time it’ll offer Mk1 Escorts in rally and road guise as well. You would have a
choice of Duratec, Millington or BDG engines. Atlas axle via a six-speed manual gearbox, though a sequential
transmission is available. Power steering as standard and specialist Ohlin, Bilstein or Reiger suspension. Brakes
are AP Racing.  Order books are now open for both Mk1 and Mk2 cars for delivery later in the year.

If you have any news or stories for March's Newsletter, please let Harry know.


